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NON-EXEMPT 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Planning Policy Committee       20 December 2021 

       

Draft Climate Change and Sustainable Construction Supplementary 

Planning Document 

 

FOR DECISION  

 

Portfolio Holder: Angela Glass 

Key Decision: No  

Report Number: [EHDC/HBC/…/20]  

 

1. Purpose 

1.1. This paper is submitted to the Planning Policy Committee for a decision to 

undertake a public consultation on the draft Climate Change and Sustainable 

Construction Supplementary Planning Document in line with our statutory 

requirements. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1. Members are requested to approve 

a. the draft Climate Change and Sustainable Construction Supplementary 

Planning Document (Appendix 1 to this report), for a six-week public 

consultation. 

b. the Director of Regeneration and Place in consultation with the Portfolio 

Holder for Planning to make any necessary minor amendments to the draft 

Supplementary Planning document prior to consultation. 
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3. Executive Summary 

3.1. This report provides the background to the preparation of the draft Climate 

Change and Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document, 

explains why the document has been prepared, outlines the proposals for 

consultation and how it will be used in the determination of planning applications. 

3.2. Consultation on the draft supplementary planning document is planned to be 

undertaken for 6 weeks starting in December 2021 with adoption anticipated in 

May/June 2022 by Full Council. 

4. Additional Budgetary Implications  

4.1. None 

5. Background and relationship to Corporate Strategy and/or Business Plans 

5.1. Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) are documents which provide 

guidance to assist in implementing development plan policies. They may be used 

to provide further guidance for development on particular issues such as 

sustainable construction. They are material considerations in planning decisions. 

Due to the complexities and subtleties of implementing sustainable development 

and carbon reduction, a draft Climate Change and Sustainable Construction 

Supplementary Planning Document has been prepared in accordance with the 

Planning Act 2008 and the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) Regulations 2012 (as amended). 

5.2. The draft SPD has been prepared to support the implementation primarily of Joint 

Core Strategy Policy CP24 Sustainable Construction, CP25 Flood Risk, CP26 

Water resources/Water Quality and CP27 Pollution. The policies provide 

overarching objectives, but the proposed SPD provides key details on how the 

Local Plan policies and related climate change corporate objectives can be 

delivered. 

5.3. Sustainable construction and adaption to a low carbon economy is a complex and 

evolving field. There are limitations in what EHDC can require developers to do as 

carbon emissions from new development is partly covered in Part L of the building 
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regulations. Local Plan policies can only relate to new development which 

requires a planning application. The JCS policies went through a viability 

assessment and as a result the SPD cannot require radical measures which will 

add significant cost to a new development thereby making the development 

unviable and the local plan undeliverable. However, government has and is likely 

to continue to increase carbon reduction measures and financial support 

packages so that it can meet its net zero carbon emissions by 2050. Banning the 

installation of gas boilers in new development from 2025 and the Green Homes 

Grant are some recent national initiatives to reduce climate change emissions.  

5.4. The draft SPD has been developed to primarily assist developers seeking to 

invest in East Hampshire district (outside the SDNP) and decision makers. Whilst 

there are many sources of information on sustainable development and reducing 

emissions, these tend to look at the national and international scales and overlook 

local considerations. This draft SPD focuses on the local level, current suitable 

technologies, and preferred approaches. 

5.5. Whilst the draft SPD is guidance associated with existing policies, it has been 

designed to facilitate change to more sustainable forms of development and will 

further aid the Council’s environmental objectives and help the district move to net 

zero carbon. 

5.6. The production of the SPD supports the Council’s declaration of a Climate change 

emergency and the objectives of the Climate and Environment Strategy 2020-

2025. 

6. Options considered 

6.1. Option 1: Approve the draft SPD for consultation. This option is recommended as 

it would enable the Council to move towards the adoption of up-to-date guidance 

to provide clarity and certainty for developers, development management and 

others. Agree to the suggested authorisation for making any minor amendments 

prior to consultation. This option is recommended. 

6.2. Option 2: Do not approve the draft Climate Change and Sustainable Construction 

SPD for public consultation. This option is not recommended as it would 
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undermine corporate commitments to reducing Climate Change Emissions. Do 

not agree to necessary minor amendments being made prior to consultation. This 

option is not recommended. 

7. Resource Implications 

7.1. Financial Implications 

The consultation and work towards adoption of the SPD will come from the 

Planning Policy Team. As no Examination is required for SPDs, costs will 

therefore be limited to officer time, consultation, and production costs, all within 

existing budgets.  

 

7.2. Human Resources Implications 

7.3. None 

7.4. Information Governance Implications 

7.5. None 

7.6. Links to Shaping our Future Programme 

7.7. None 

 

   

7.8. Other resource implications 

7.9. None 

Section 151 Officer comments 

Date19 November 2021 

No additional financial implications 

 

Shaping our Future Lead comments/sign-off 

Date: 11 November 2021 

This report and recommendations have no implications for the SoF programme. 
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8. Legal Implications 

8.1. The Planning Act 2008, Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as 

amended) and the associated Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) Regulations 2012 (as amended), set out the requirements for the 

preparation of SPDs.  

8.2. The relevant Regulations require a Consultation Statement to be prepared to 

summarise who has been informed in the preparation of SPD, and to be made 

available during the public consultation. This will be provided as a supporting 

document. 

8.3. As required by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2017, the Council undertook Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening to determine whether the 

proposed SPD should be subject to SEA and HRA Appropriate Assessment. This 

assessment is appended to this report, it concluded that there is not a need for 

SEA or a full Appropriate Assessment under the HRA.  

8.4. The SPD will come into effect on adoption and will become a material 

consideration in planning determinations where relevant. The SPD will comply 

with the adopted development plan and latest national planning policy. 

9. Risks 

Monitoring Officer comments 

Date: 24.11.21 

Legal and governance implications are set out in the legal implications section above 
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9.1. No risk management considerations have been identified for this emerging 

Supplementary Planning Document. 

10. Consultation  

10.1. In accordance with Regulation 12(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, the draft SPD will be subject to a statutory 

minimum four-week public consultation before being recommended to full Council 

for adoption. During the consultation, the Council will invite comments by emailing 

and writing to interested parties and we will make the documents available on the 

Council website and in paper format at the deposit locations subject to Covid 

restrictions. This consultation is currently timetabled to commence in December 

2021 for six weeks. 

10.2. The consultation will be carried out in accordance with the Council’s adopted 

Statement of Community Involvement 2018. 

10.3. Following the formal consultation stage, the draft SPD will be amended to take 

account of consultation responses received and any further relevant information. 

The Initial Consultation Statement prepared to accompany the draft SPD for the 

consultation will be updated with a list of who we have consulted, a summary of 

the comments received and how those comments have been addressed in 

finalising the SPD. 

11. Communication 

11.1. The six-week public consultation will be publicised on the Council’s webpage. Key 

statutory consultees and those registered with the Council in having an interest in 

Planning consultations will be notified in line with our statutory requirements. 

12. Appendices 

12.1. Appendix 1 - Draft Climate Change and Sustainable Construction Supplementary 

Planning Document 

13. Background papers 

13.1. Joint Core Strategy 2014  

https://cdn.easthants.gov.uk/public/documents/DP01%20East%20Hampshire%20District%20Local%20Plan%20Joint%20Core%20Strategy%20COMPLETE.pdf
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Agreed and signed off by: 

 

Portfolio Holder: Angela Glass 19.11.21 

Director: Simon Jenkins 24.11.21 

Monitoring Officer: Daniel Toohey  24.11.21 

Section 151 Officer: Lydia Morrison 23.11.21  

 

Contact Officer  

Name:  Victoria Potts 

Job Title: Planning Policy Manager 

Telephone: 01483 234212 

E-mail: victoria.potts@easthants.gov.uk  

 

 

 


